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Food For Thought:                                                                                                          

Thou Shalt Not Covent Thy Neighbor’s Grass ~Ephesians 2:6-7 NIV 

 
Its spring.  I know this because my wife and I are cleaning out flower beds 

and I have already started hauling mulch to cover them. Also, the grass is 
starting to wake up from its winter respite. Although it is still early and my 

grass is just waking up, I will admit that I have been secretly comparing it to 

others in the neighborhood. 
  

     To make matters worse, my brother just surprised us with tickets to the 
last practice session and the Par 3 tournament at the Masters Golf 

Tournament in Augusta – an item that has been on my bucket list for several 
years.  Comparing my lawn to others in the neighborhood is one thing, but 

after seeing the turf at the masters, I am ready to rip up my grass and start 
all over again.  Words cannot describe just how pristine it was or how bad I 

wanted my lawn to look like that. 900 acres of grass whose blades seemed 
to not vary a millimeter as far as the eye can see. 

  
     My wife and I have always taken pride in how well our yard and grounds 

look.  So much so that I guess we are both willing to admit that we have 
been guilty of coveting other peoples’ yards and grasses.  

  

      And that, is a biggie for a Christian – breaking one of the original 10 
Commandments.  We are both guilty of having broken the 

10th Commandment- Thou shalt not covet anything that is thy neighbors. 

   This commandment should be appropriately be titled "the mother of all 
sins" as in most cases, I think that it is the sin that produces all of the other 

sins. 

     James Merritt, Pastor and author said of coveting: “This is a sin that flies 

under the radar. It doesn’t leave any fingerprints. It doesn’t trigger any 
alarms. It doesn’t set off any warnings. It is a sin that can be eating you up 

and you don’t even realize it.” 
. 

     If you think about it, most of the other sins are easy to spot – they are 
pretty black and white. You either murder someone or you don’t. You steal 

or you don’t. You lie or you don’t. You commit adultery or you don’t. At least 
on in the outward sense, most of the others sins have some kind of visible 

manifestation and have to do with a person’s actions. 
  

      Coveting is invisible and focuses on the sin of attitude and desire. A 
person may be quite wealthy and not covet at all. You may drive a BMW and 
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have a Rolex watch on your wrist and not have a covetous bone in your 

body. The Bible does not teach that wealth is evil or that all wealthy people 
are covetous. Not at all! 

  
    Coveting happens inside the heart when our desires begin to get out of 

control. In that sense, a poor person is just as likely (even more likely?) as a 
rich person to commit this sin. Perhaps the truly rich have learned the lesson 

that things don’t bring happiness; some poor people live miserable lives—not 
because of their poverty but because of their coveting spirit. They truly 

believe that if only they had Bill Gate’s money, they too would be happy. 
  

    I confess that I find this Commandment personally challenging. Like most 
of us, I admit that I too have played the “if only” game -- probably as much 

as anyone else. There were times when I truly believed that we would be 
happier if only we lived in a bigger house. Sometimes I think, “If only I 

drove a Porsche, I would be a more respected.” Or I think, “If only I had a 

vacation cottage down on Deep Creek Lake, I’d be the happiest, most 
contented man in all the world.” 

  
    But that raises a question. At what point does legitimate desire become 

coveting? I think that Coveting occurs either when I desire something I have 
no right to have (e.g. my neighbor’s wife) or when the desire becomes the 

controlling passion of my life so that I begin to believe that my happiness 
depends on the acquisition of the item itself. The moment I trick myself into 

thinking, “This thing is necessary for my happiness in life,” then I have 
crossed the line into coveting. 

  
    I remember reading an article about Howard Hughes, the millionaire. 

Someone asked him, "How much money does it take to make a man 
happy?" He replied with a big smile on his face, "Just a little bit more." 

  

     I spent some time digging around the internet and researching the word 
covet.  I found several biblical scholars who said that the word covet is used 

in a couple of different ways in the Bible. It is sometimes used simply to 
mean, to want very intently. In that sense, there are things that we may 

rightly covet like in 1st Corinthians 12:31 where the apostle Paul wrote, “But 
covet earnestly the best gifts.”  In this context the NIV version of the Bible 

translates the word covet as “eagerly desire.” Paul went on, then, to speak 
in the following two chapters of how we ought to seek diligently to have love 

in our hearts, and of how we ought to desire spiritual gifts, especially one; 
he said, in 1 Corinthians 14:39, that men should covet to prophesy meaning 

that we should earnestly desire to speak Gods truth boldly, clearly and 
appealingly. 
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     But in the tenth commandment, and in many other places in the 

Scriptures, scholars say that the word covet (the Latin word covetis) is used 
in a totally different and very negative sense.  In those verses they believe 

that it means “to desire unlawfully.” 

  

     It certainly isn’t wrong to want good things, or to work vigorously to gain 
them, but we’ve crossed the line into covetousness when we yearn for things 

that are off limits. That includes yearning for too much, and it especially 
includes yearning for things that are not intended for us, things that could 

never rightfully be ours. 
  

     Sound strange? What’s your first impulse when you see a sign that says, 
“Wet paint. Don’t touch?” Once you see the sign, there is an almost 

irresistible impulse to reach out and touch the wet paint. The desire was 
always there; the sign awakened it within you. 

  

     Or take that old trick of asking children to close their eyes and to think of 
anything they like … except a pink elephant. What will the kids immediately  

think about? That pink elephant! The very act of saying “Don’t” awakened 
the desire to do that which was forbidden! 

  
     Which is why I don’t think that censorship works very well. If you tell 

teenagers, “Don’t listen to this record,” what will they do? They’ll line up 
around the block to buy that record. If you say, “This movie ought to be 

banned,” you almost guarantee its commercial success. Saying “You must 
not” produces within us a perverse desire to do the thing that is forbidden—

even if we know that the forbidden thing is not good for us. We want it 
anyway! We do it anyway! 

  
     Coveting is the root of all other sin because it causes us to want that 

which is forbidden.  Did you notice that the Tenth Commandment mentions 

the word “neighbor” three times?  
—"Your neighbor’s house”;  

—"Your neighbor’s wife” 
—"Anything that belongs to your neighbor” 

  
     I think that God is pointing out that coveting begins at home. We covet 

what we see every day and rarely covet things far away from us. It’s the 
things we see every day that bother us. We want what our neighbor has—

not what some stranger has. 
  

     Perhaps we see Bill Gates and think, “I wonder what I’d do if I had two 
billion dollars.” But that’s not coveting. We don’t even know him and 

besides, we could hardly handle a measly million dollars, much less his 
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billions. Bill Gates is so far removed from us that he really doesn’t qualify as 

a “neighbor” whose money we can covet. 
  

    Ah, but Mr. and Mrs. Jones living next door is a different story. He just 
got a promotion … their daughter just got accepted at Yale … she’s driving a 

new car … and wow, did you get a look at that game room they just added 
on the second floor. It’s easy to envy the Jones’s, then to covet what they 

have, and finally to spend everything you have in order to keep up with 
them. 

  
If you want to spot the covetous parts of your life, start close to home … 

with the things and people you see every day. 
  

   It’s amazing but we live in the most technologically advanced generation 
the world has ever known. We enjoy things our grandparents couldn’t even 

imagine. We have tools at our fingertips that enable us to pick up the phone 

and send messages around the world … instantly. We have phones in our 
cars and beepers on our belts and now computers on our wrists. We are 

tuned in and wired up.  
 

     No generation has ever had what we have. No generation has been so 
advanced. No generation has enjoyed our privileges. If having more could 

make you happy, then we ought to be the happiest people in the world. 
  

    But we’re not. 
  

     We’re miserable, neurotic, unhappy, confused and dissatisfied. We’re 
hung up, up tight, frustrated and extremely materialistic. Our marriages fail, 

our homes break up, our children struggle, our lives don’t hold together. 
 We’ve got it all! And it’s still not enough!  We ought to be happy … but 

we’re not! 

  
     Man is, by nature, covetous, greedy, grasping and unhappy. Generosity 

isn’t one of our natural 
impulses. We weren’t born giving; we were born getting. Gratitude is not the 

inborn language of the heart. 
  

  
     I think that the ancient Greek Philosopher Epicurus found the cure to 

coveting in his statement about making man happy.  He said, “If you want 
to make a man happy, add not to his possessions, but take away from his 

desires.” 
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    Far too many of us work hard at the first half and forget about the 

second.  In today’s society we were brought up to measure success by 
adding to our own possessions. How many of us even think 

about the other part of that quote - taking away from our desires?   
  

     I think that that’s where contentment comes from and I believe that it is 
the answer for the curse of coveting.   You can’t be content and covet at the 

same time. You can be contented … or you can covet …  
but you can’t do both. 

  
     My plan is even simpler.  Ask God to Give You a Grateful Heart and be 

content with what you have.Then, give some-thing away. Then do it again. 
And again. And again. Coveting can’t stay inside a generous heart! 

  
     You’ll either stop giving - Or you’ll stop coveting and settle for what you 

have.      Wow, that was simple 

  
Just some Food For Thought. 

 


